
Program December 7th, 2022

10:35 Welcoming remarks
10:50 Project information Urban Diplomacy Exchange 

11:00 Keynote : Urban Diplomacy, the 2030 Agenda and the responsibility of cities in times of multiple crises
Martino Miraglia, SDG Localization and Local Governments, UN-HABITAT

11:15 --- Break ---

11:30 Panel discussion: Urban Diplomacy as an instrument for achieving global goals
Daniel Pejic, Research Fellow, Melbourne Centre for Cities
Councillor Susan Aitken, Leader of Glasgow City Council
Martin van der Pütten, Head of International Relations, City of Dortmund

12:15 --- Lunch Break ---

13:30 Introduction of the two group sessions and pitch of the good practices by cities. 

13:45 Parallel group sessions on challenges and good practices from cities 
Group session 1: Urban diplomacy for peace 
Group session 2: Urban diplomacy for climate action

15:00                   --- Short Break ---

15:05 Wrap-up of group-work sessions and feedback from each group 
15:20 Closing and overview for the second day  
15:30 End of day 1



Program December 8th, 2022

Day 2: 8 December 2022 

10:40 Keynote: City diplomacy: From theory to practice

Lorenzo Kihlgren Grandi, Founding Director, City Diplomacy Lab 

10:55 Fireside chat : Urban diplomacy and cities engagement in 
multilateral processes: Cities of Bristol and Mannheim

11:40 Introduction to the parallel interactive exchange groups Cities engaging in 
multilateral processes and partnerships for the SDGs

11:45 --- Break ---

12:00 Cities engaging in multilateral processes and partnerships for the SDGs

12:45 Wrap-up of peer-to-peer consultation and feedback from each group 

13:00 Next steps of the project and reflection

13:30 End of the event



Project Information: Urban Diplomacy Exchange



Project Team 

@ urban-diplo@engagement-global.de

Mariana Mondragón C.Livia Pichorner Ayan Huseynova

mailto:urban-diplo@engagement-global.de


Project Structure

Coalition treaty (2021):

„We strengthen relationships between cities and 

expand urban diplomacy.”

Commissioned and funded by:

Federal Foreign Office  

Implemented by:

Engagement Global 

and its Service Agency Communities in One World 

Project partner:

Association of German Cities

Target group: 

Technical exchange between city

departments and local political

leaders of cities in Germany 

and cities

in Great Britain and the USA

Project timeframe :

October 2021 - September 2023



Urban Diplomacy

Definition: 

Instrument for municipalities to maintain contacts worldwide, 
to network at the local political, administrative, urban social 
and economic level, to represent themselves and their interests 
at the international level and to jointly enable sustainable and 
democratic development for all citizens



Urban Diplomacy Exchange: Approach

city A

city D

partner cities

common vision/goal - trust understanding -
cooperation

city B 

City C



UDE - Project goals

G
LO

B
A

L 
R

ES
P

O
N

SI
B

IL
IT

Y • Increase expertise of 1-
2 topics of sustainable 
urban planning

• e.g. climate-friendly 
mobility; social 
justice; city’s 
peacekeeping 
activities

• Awareness raising of
interlinkages of SDGs 
and what that means
for urban planning G
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T • engage different city 

departments + city 
administration and 
political level working
together

• Municipal actors are 
aware of their role in 
urban diplomacy and 
their engagement to 
achieve the 2030 Agenda

• peace and security
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R
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G • strengthen city 
relations (UK-GER) on 
political and city 
administration level    
understanding of the 
counterpart's situation

• share learned
experiences and
knowledge with other
actors, like colleagues, 
other city departments
and community

 Cities cooperation for global sustainable development goals

 Internationalization of cities and enhancing their commitment to global responsability and

urban diplomacy (declarations and actions)

 Complementary to diplomatic relations of the national level



Timeline UDE Germany – Great Britain

22 February 2023



Participants from
11 British cities and 15 German cities



Discover our homepage www.urban-diplomacy.de/en

and find us on LinkedIn: Urban Diplomacy Exchange

https://community.engagement-global.de/s/urban-diplomacy-
exchange/

http://www.urban-diplomacy.de/en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/urban-diplomacy-exchange-086603252/
https://community.engagement-global.de/s/urban-diplomacy-exchange/


Contacts

Livia Pichorner
0049 228 20717 2377

Ayan Huseynova
0049 228 20717 2848

Mariana Mondragón Contreras 
0049 228 20717 2329

urban-diplo@engagement-global.de

mailto:urban-diplo@engagement-global.de


Next steps

Build connections

with (British) actors

Leverage

synergies/processes

with int. / EU/nat. 

Level, e.g. UN-Habitat

Organisation of

conference in June 

synergies with 

Science Diplomacy ?

Policy Coherence / 

MLG

 Governance and

int. policy



Community

Urban Diplomacy Exchange -
Engagement Global Community 
(engagement-global.de)

https://community.engagement-global.de/s/urban-diplomacy-exchange/polls/poll/show


Events you could be interested in…

Transnational Digital Conference (urbanxchange-network.org)

Heat Islands:

register here: Connective Cities expert exchange: "Strategies for mitigating 
heat islands" - SKEW (engagement-global.de)

Date: Tuesday, 13 December 2022

Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (CET)

Location: Online

https://www.urbanxchange-network.org/artikel/transnational-digital-conference
https://skew.engagement-global.de/connective-cities-expert-exchange-strategies-for-mitigating-heat-islands.html


Evasys

Deutsch: evasys Onlineumfrage - Virtual Partnership Conference Germany – United Kingdom Urban Diplomacy in times of
multiple crises, Dec.2022 (engagement-global.de)

English: evasys Onlineumfrage - Virtual Partnership Conference Germany – United Kingdom Urban Diplomacy in times of
multiple crises, Dec.2022 (engagement-global.de)

https://survey.engagement-global.de/evasys/public/online/index/index?online_php=&p=A71GU&ONLINEID=366871437569283556638457369197719700730996
https://survey.engagement-global.de/evasys/public/online/index/input?routing=changeLang&ONLINEID=261827229131698477546986772005880821432047

